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Today’s weather 
Snow, 1”-3”, 
4 = windy. 
Js High: 30 
Low: 17 


Wednesday: Snow, 27 | 20 
Thursday: Snow, 29 | 13 


Weather report, A2 


Happy Hanukkah! 


Festival of Lights 
begins at sundown 


The start of Hanukkah will 
be celebrated in temples 
and homes throughout 
Greater Cleveland tonight, 
with the lighting of the first 
candle on the menorah. 
Hanukkah runs through 
sundown Dec. 20. 


Metro&State 


Renacci announces 
running mate 

Republican U.S. Rep. Jim 
Renacci chooses a Cincinnati 
councilwoman as his 
gubernatorial running mate, 
hoping to stay in the race as 
the underdog candidate. A3 


Nation&World 


#MeToo spotlight 
turns toward Trump 


The national #MeToo 
spotlight turns back to 
President Donald Trump and 
his past conduct. Several of 
his accusers urge Congress to 
investigate his behavior, and 
some Democratic lawmakers 
demand his resignation. A4 


Treasury defends 

Senate tax plan 

The Treasury Department re- 
leases a one-page analysis of 
the Senate tax bill that suggests 
the $1.5 trillion plan would 
more than pay for itself. AG 


Forum 


A newstealth 

threat from China 
Opinion: Washington is wak- 
ing up to the huge scope of 
Chinese Communist Party 
influence operations inside 
the U.S., which permeate 
American institutions. A9 


Sports 


Tristan Thompson 
likely to return 

Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue 
says Tristan Thompson may 
return tonight against the 
Atlanta Hawks, but will not be 
in the starting lineup. B1 


Diversions 


Golden Globe 
nominations announced 
At the Golden Globes, “The 
Shape of Water” led movie 
nominees with seven, while 
“Big Little Lies” led TV 
nominees with six. P1 


‘Cleveland Sessions’ 
showcases new music 


“Cleveland Sessions” is a 
live-music concert series fea- 
turing new music coming from 
the heart — and the fringes — 
of rock ‘n’ roll. First up, check 
out a three-song set from 
The Modern Electric. It’s at 
clevelandsessions.com 
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Customer service 


To subscribe or report delivery 
issues: Call 216-999-6000 


Cleveland Fire Department 


Possible cheating probed on firefighter exam 


Test is given to department employees vying to be promoted to higher ranks 


ADAM FERRISE 
aferrise@cleveland.com 


Cleveland officials are in- 
vestigating possible cheating 
on a fire department promo- 
tional exam given during the 
summer. 

City spokesman Dan Wil- 
liams confirmed the investi- 
gation Monday but declined 
to offer any additional de- 


tails. 

No firefighters have 
been disciplined, said Tim 
Corcoran, the president 
of the Cleveland Firefight- 
ers IAFF 93 union that rep- 
resents the city’s firefighters. 

City officials recently in- 
formed Corcoran of the in- 
vestigation but did not dis- 
close any other information, 
he said. 


Officials have not said 
how the possible cheating 
may have occurred. 

“Unfortunately there’s a 
few ways the test could be 
compromised,” Corcoran 
said Monday. “There’s no 
foolproof method.” 

Corcoran said 149 fire- 
fighters took the test — 63 
vying for a promotion to 
captain and 86 seeking a 


promotion to lieutenant. 
The test is composed of a 
written exam worth 40 per- 
cent of the score and an oral 
exam worth 60 percent. 

The written exam took 
place in June and the oral 
exam took place over the 
course of several days in late 
July, Corcoran said. 

During the oral exam, the 
test administrator gives a 


firefighter a scenario involv- 
ing a fire or an issue with a 
subordinate. 

The firefighter then ex- 
plains how he or she would 
respond to the scenario, 
Corcoran said. 

The test was administered 
by State College, Pennsylva- 
nia-based EB Jacobs. A mes- 
sage left at the company’s 
office was not returned. 


SEE EXAM | AS 


Terror attempt 


Bomb rattles New York subway 


Suspect only 
one hurt in 
blast near 


Times Square 


SARAH MASLIN NIR AND 
JONAH ENGEL BROMWICH 
New York Times 


New York — A would-be 
suicide bomber detonated a 
pipe bomb strapped to his 
body in the heart of Manhat- 
tan’s busiest subway corridor, 
rending the early Monday 
commute with a blast that 
reverberated up through the 
city’s sidewalks, caused tran- 
sit chaos and terrified thou- 
sands of travelers who fled 
headlong through tunnels 
choked with smoke. 

He chose the location 
because of its Christ- 
mas-themed posters, recall- 
ing strikes in Europe against 
Christmas markets, he told 
investigators, and set off his 
bomb in retaliation for U.S. 
airstrikes on Islamic State 
targets in Syria and else- 
where, several law enforce- 
ment officials said. 

But his makeshift weapon 
sputtered. The attacker him- 
self was the only one seri- 
ously injured. 

A suspect, identified by 
the police as Akayed Ullah, 
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Explosion in 


underground subway 
passageway 


SOURCE: Associated Press 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 


ANDRES KUDACKI | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
New York City police officers stand guard inside the Port Authority Bus Terminal following an explosion 
Monday morning in a subway tunnel near Times Square. 


CHRISTIAN HANSEN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Pedestrians pass by firefighters responding to an 
explosion near Times Square on Monday morning. 


“The choice of New York is always for a reason, 
because we are a beacon to the world. And we 

actually show that a society of many faiths and 
many backgrounds can work.” 


Bill de Blasio, New York Mayor 


27, an immigrant from Ban- 
gladesh who lived in Brook- 
lyn, was in police custody. He 
suffered burns to his hands 
and abdomen, and was at 
Bellevue Hospital Center, ac- 
cording to Daniel A. Nigro, 
commissioner of the New 
York Fire Department. Three 
other people had minor inju- 
ries, he said. 

The attack, at 7:20 a.m., 


occurred in a long pedestrian 
walkway connecting the 
Eighth Avenue, Seventh Av- 
enue and Broadway subway 
lines. Walking among the 
commuters trudging beneath 
Times Square was a man in 
a hooded sweatshirt. Then a 
deafening boom — from him 
— and then smoke. 

Then everyone ran. 

Ullah had attached the 


pipe bomb to himself with a 
“combination of Velcro and 
zip ties,” said James O’Neill, 
commissioner of the New 
York Police Department. 

The secure fastening may 
have indicated that Ullah 
entered the subway intend- 
ing to carry out a suicide 
bombing. 


SEE PIPE BOMB | A10 


New pot 
proposal 
would seek 
legalization 


Campaign fueled by 
criticism of licensing 


JACKIE BORCHARDT 
jborchardt @cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — Ohioans 
could vote to legalize rec- 
reational marijuana and 
industrial hemp produc- 
tion as soon as next year 
through a measure backed 
by companies that didn’t 
get one of the state’s med- 
ical marijuana grow li- 
censes. 

Jimmy Gould and Ian 
James, co-founders of 
Ohio’s 2015 failed recre- 
ational marijuana legal- 
ization measure, are now 
proposing a “Regulate 
Marijuana Like Alcohol 
Amendment.” Gould and 
James also unsuccessfully 
bid for one of the state’s 12 
large medical marijuana 
cultivator licenses. 

Gould said Monday 
that state regulators in 
the Ohio Department of 
Commerce bungled the li- 
cense application process 
and he doesn’t trust them 
to get things right moving 
forward. 

There’s no amendment 
yet, but Gould outlined a 
proposal during a press 
conference Monday. James 
said a draft amendment is 
planned for January. 

The proposal calls for 
recreational marijuana 
production and sales to 
follow a structure simi- 
lar to how Ohio regulates 
liquor and would allow 
people age 21 and older 
to grow four marijuana 
plants per household in 
areas not publicly visible. 

The measure would 
keep Ohio’s heavily regu- 
lated medical marijuana 
control program in place. 

“This is not a reborn 
Issue 3,” Gould said. 
“There’s no control here 
by anybody — this is free 
market.” 


SEE MARIJUANA | A5 


Inside 


Business connections: 
Ohio medical marijuana 
scoring consultant had 
ties to cultivation license 
winner. Details, AS 


Immigration 


Norwalk mother of three faces deportation today 


MICHAEL SANGIACOMO 
msangiacomo@cleveland.com 


CHARDON — Fabiola Her- 
nandez has heard tales 
about people being kid- 
napped, robbed or worse 
when they were deported to 
the Mexican city of Nuevo 
Laredo, and it keeps her 


awake in her cell in the 
Geauga County Jail. 

The 25-year-old Norwalk 
woman fears for her safety 
if she is deported to that city 
today, but even more she 
fears the effect it will have 
on her 6-year-old daughter, 
who uses a wheelchair be- 
cause of cerebral palsy, and 


her two other children. All 
three children are American 
citizens. 

Immigration officials told 
her Monday she would be 
deported this morning, but 
would not say where she 
was going. 

Hernandez is a small 
woman, so short that the 


camera only showed half her 
face on the video monitor 
at the Geauga County Jail 
during an interview Sunday 
night, but her fear was ap- 
parent. 

Talking on the phone, she 
asks her father, Rigorberto, 
about her children — twins 
Yasmin and Yoselin, 6, and 


Lucia, 4. He says they are 
fine. She is comforted that 
the children will stay with 
her parents, but fears that 
Yasmin’s medical needs will 
be too much for them to 
handle. Her husband, the 
children’s father, will help. 


SEE DEPORT | AS 
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